The Bloody Assize
reaching a private way over Fordingbridge towards Moyles
Court. It may have been that Hicks and Nelthorpe were
suspicious of Mr Barter, in which case their instinct was right,
for he had already been with Colonel Penruddock on the
Monday, and now he rode away to tell him that the two
fugitives were making for Moyles Court.
It was this which led to their arrest upon the Wednesday.
Nelthorpe was taken to London. Hicks was sent to Taunton
Castle to await trial, and Lady Lisle was taken to the County
jail at Southampton.
The first witnesses which Pollexf en called were some men
who had been taken prisoners by Monmouth's army at the
Keynsham skirmish, and could prove that Hicks was a minister
and a person in authority with the rebels. They had seen
Hicks in custody at Salisbury, and identified him as the person
who was present when they were taken prisoners.
When these witnesses were called Alice Lisle took occa-
sion to remark that " she abhorred the rebellion as much as
any woman in the world."
Upon this Jeffreys pounced upon her with an harangue,
in which he explained that though he must interrupt her
now, " you shall be fully heard when it comes to your turn
to make your defence, but anything you say now is irregular
and improper." He then continued for the benefit of the
public in the gallery, rather than the deaf old lady who could
not hear his eloquent tribute to British justice, a long speech,
winding up with the comforting words to the prisoner that
" though we sit here as judges over you by authority from
the King, yet we are accountable, not only to him, but
to the King of Kings, the great Judge of heaven and earth;
and therefore are obliged, both by our oaths and upon our
consciences to do you justice, and by the grace of God we
shall do it you may depend upon it. And as to what you
say concerning yourself I pray God with all my heart you
may be innocent."
The old lady, being very deaf, was permitted to have a
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